PLAY CONSIDERATIONS

OR

HOW TO CHOOSE A PLAY

1. AUDIENCE- Who will be watching the play? The play needs to be appealing to the audience and appropriate for the intended audience. The play you select must be appropriate both in content and in language.

2. SPACE- Will the space you have to perform in work for the play?
3. TIME- Do you have the time necessary to rehearse the play properly? You will have three weeks to rehearse the play.

4. SET- Can the set be built within the budget allowed? The set you choose will need to be flexible to work with two other plays going up on the same night. You need to choose a play that uses only one set, or has at most on set change. Scene changes should be kept to a minimum as well.
5. COSTUMES & PROPS- You will need to ensure that your play has appropriate costumes and props, so either you will need to make sure that your actors have them assessable, or that you can  acquire them inexpensively (like at Thrift stores) or that you have someone from who you can borrow them or someone who can make them for you.

6. LENGTH- The play needs to be approximately 20 minutes in length, no less than 15 and no more than 30.  The way to approximate the length of a play is 1 minute per page, therefore any play you choose MUST be no less than 15 pages.
7. CONTENT- You need to like the play you choose, as you will be spending a lot of your time and energy with it. Find one that you can connect with, that has meaning and purpose.  Once again, content and language must be appropriate.  
8. THEME- What message do you want the play to send to your audience?

9. ACTORS- Do you have actors available that can play the parts well?

10. MONEY- How much does it cost to produce the play? Most decent plays have royalties attached, though sometimes you can find on online that will allow you to produce it for free, in exchange for information about the production. We want to choose plays that are fairly inexpensive, around $25.00 per performance, or free is even better!  The amount we make on the plays needs to be more than the cost of putting the play together,
11. GENRE- what style of play appeals to you?  Comedy, drama, melodrama?

On Tuesday, September 2, you need to bring the play you have selected, one that meets that above criteria, GLUED into a spiral notebook, not taped or stapled, but GLUED into the notebook.  Make sure it is glued well on the edges, so it won’t come off.   It needs to be centered and the extra edges need to be cut off so no black shows.  You will need space all around the edges to write in blocking and light and sound cues.
You will do a presentation on your play, covering the above considerations.  The presentation and script will be worth 75 points.
