Servy-N-Bernice 4Ever

By Seth Zvi Rosenfeld

Bernice, a black woman in her early twenties, has escaped the life of Alphabet City in New York by going to college in Boston.  She has also left her old boyfriend Servy when he was sent to prison.  Now that he’s out, she invites him to come over.  Servy quickly discovers that she has lied to a) her new friends about her family, saying they’re professional people, and b) to her mother about school.

A studio apartment in Backbay Boston, the present.

BERNICE:  He was so proud that I had a scholarship to go to college that on my eighteenth birthday, one week before I left to go to college my father took me to Tiffany’s.  He wanted me to have something to remember him by.  I said, “Daddy, I know you don’t have money to buy something expensive.”  He told me to pick out anything I wanted.  I picked out the least expensive ring I could find.  It was a thin gold ring with tiny chips of diamonds and rubies.  I showed it to my father, he loved it, we walked right up to the counter just as proud as could be because he was my daddy and I was his baby and we were having this moment, right.  Now the salesman at the counter was nervous because my father looked like a dope fiend and he knew well that he wasn’t supposed to be in no Tiffany’s buyin’ no ring for his daughter’s birthday.  He says, “is this cash or charge,” my father gave him the credit card.  The salesman took the card and was gone a long time, my father was sweating, the man came back with the security guard and they took my father away… next time I saw him I was wearing black and he was the man in the pine box.

   … I wonder what he would say if he knew I failed out of college and lost that scholarship.
