“Tricks” for MEMORIZING YOUR LINES
STRATEGY #1

Underline or highlight your own lines. 
STRATEGY #2

Read your lines out loud; put the script down try to repeat them. Work from the beginning to the end of the script. This technique is often paired with strategy #1. This tends to result in an unbalanced exposure to the script. The actor may become very familiar with the beginning of the play (almost bored) and have a much weaker grasp of their last scenes.

STRATEGY #3
Use a partner to read the other characters lines and to prompt you. This can be effective; however, you may not always have this person to help you. The difference in pacing and delivery between the partner(s) and the actors on stage may cause a problem.

STRATEGY #4

Use a tape recorder. Read the lines of each scene into the tape recorder. All the lines, not just yours. Say the lines in a flat, monotone voice. Try not to use any inflection at all. Record the other characters’ lines in a normal speaking volume, but record your lines in a whisper which is loud enough to hear, but noticeably softer than the other characters’ lines. Play the recorded scene over and over, bit by bit. As you hear your lines, try to speak them with the recording. Talking soft enough so you can hear the recording. As you start to remember your lines, say them louder and louder until you are speaking louder than the recording. If you are uncertain, simply get quieter again so you can hear the recording. This is one strategy which I recommend.

STRATEGY # 5

Memorize the whole play. I’m not joking. Most of my students who have given it a fair chance agree. There is a plan for memorizing the whole play and you must follow it if it is going to work for you. First y0u must memorize the whole play as a single sentence. E.g. Romeo & Juliet: They meet, fall in love, and kill themselves. You then memorize each scene as a one sentence summary. Then flesh out each scene that you are in. Eventually you memorize the scene in a form something like this: The scene starts with Mother and Dad having a discussion about Frank then the priest comes in and they talk about the wedding plans. When they start talking about the signing of the book I come in from the kitchen and say, “Good evening, Fr. O’Malley. Are you well tonight? I heard you had a bit of a cold.” He says he’s feeling a little better. Father says something about it going around. Mother says something about the season for bugs. I then say, “Did anyone see my music book? I was going to rehearse but I can’t find it.” When you finish, you have memorized the whole play in a form that helps you visualize the shape of the whole play and each individual scene. Actors that use this style can cope with changes and problems easily. You can also deal easily with any gaps that might develop in your memory because you know the shape of the scene. The reason that this technique is easier is simple: the human mind finds it very difficult to retain unrelated information, in this style all the information is connected to each other, that’s why it is easier to remember.  
STRATEGY #6

Use flashcards with cues on them. It might work; however, I suspect that it would give you a very blocky delivery with little shape.

STRATEGY #7

Got a long scene or play with a lot of repetition or similar lines? If so, you might find it useful to memorize the subtext, the stage business, and the blocking that goes with each version of the similar passages. I say “ “ under my breath at the window, then I say it a little more agitated when I’m seated in the chair, then I say it wistfully when I’m gazing into my cup etc. This is a difficult situation; use whatever works.
STRATEGY #8 “Trigger”
Create associations between the cue and your line. For example, Charles in Blithe Spirit has a line after his wife sips from her martini and says, “Lovely, dry as a Bone.” He then responds with a toast, “To the Unseen”. A “bone” is unseen”; this may be an association that might help you remember. It doesn’t matter how wacky the association is as long as you can remember it. 

STRATEGY #9

Sing your lines. Use a simple tune that you know well and sing your lines to it. Some people find that music is used to underscore a scene helps them remember. This would likely be most useful for lines that are divided up into small monologues.

STRATEGY #10

Visualize your script. Imagine what your page looks like, the blocks of text and where you are in that block. You might also consider picturing your script like a road with scenes that are played out at various stops on the way. There are an unlimited number of ways that you might visualize the text. The latest research shows that people are more likely to remember material with a visual association. Probably in this age of increased visual media this is going to be more obvious as the years progress.  
