ARSENIC & OLD LACE

PLAY study 

You may work alone or with one other person to complete the play study.  This is worth 100 points, so take your time!  Back up your opinions with specific references from the play, or you can even use quotes.   Make sure to use the underlined words from the question in your answer.
Typing will get you bonus points.
USE COMPLETE SENTENCES


NO ABBREVIATIONS
CHECK SPELLING & GRAMMAR


WRITE NEATLY



A 20 point question would be 10+ sentences.

A 15 point question would have at least 8 sentences.

A 10 point question would have at least 5 sentences.

A 5 point question would have at least 3 sentences.

1.  Title of the play (underline it), author, copyright date, and time period play takes place in.  Keep in mind: “play takes place today” means when it was written and/or published. (5 points) 
2.  What genre (type) of play is this??  How can you tell that ???  (Melodrama, musical, comedy, tragedy, farce, drama, seriocomedy etc.) (5 points)

3.  Describe the set design or designs required to produce this play.  If a great many sets are used, choose a few that are well described and go into detail.  You may wish to draw a diagram of the set design, but also write a description of what the audience sees.  What atmosphere does the set produce??  (10 points)

4.  Tell the plot of the play, describing all of the major conflicts in the play and identifying the protagonist and antagonist.  How can you tell they are the protagonist and antagonist??  What are the sub-conflicts that take place??  What is the resolution of the conflicts??  (15 points)

5.  Describe one major character in the play.  What is s/he like??  What is his/her objective in the play??  What does s/he come to learn morally about life and/or themselves??  (5 points)

6.  Quote 5 important sections/lines from the play.  Explain why it’s important to the play.  Try to choose quotes that have depth and purpose and “speak to you”.  List the page number of each quote. (Quote is at least one sentence, meaning is another sentence, and importance would be a third sentence, you may use more sentences to explain your choice if you need to) ( 20 points)

7.  Describe the climax of the play (the turning point which resolves the conflict).  What is the denoument of the play?? (10 points)

8.  What is the deus ex machina ending of the play? Describe it.

9.  Please state what you believe to be the theme/s of the play.  A theme is a life statement, a piece of advice-not just a word.  Refer back to the play and the characters to explain your choice.  (10 points)

10. Which character do you think would be the most interesting to play, and why??  What would be some acting challenges about playing the character??  (5 points)

11.  Do you think this would be a good high school production??  Why??  What do you think would be the biggest problem in the production of this play??  (Don’t give an answer like “Memorizing the lines” or “Not having a stage!!”) (10 points)

