[image: image1.jpg]was too l’ate.\&ﬂe was in love with me,\with my };Qgesty.\\ﬁe

s sl
learned to sign;\he told me how he'd run away from a bad

marriage \and changed his name}jso he wouldn't have to pay child

support.\\ He got me a,..i&ﬁ at Hands Across the Sea\\ I couldn't
bring myself to tell him\ql had another name\and another life,\\
that I'd run away t.oo,\ because I owed the government go much
money\and wasn't able to pay after the accident.\.l believe

in honesty.\I believe in total honesty&\ And I need him\and

he needs me to be the person he thinks I amjand I am that
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person,\\l really am that person.\\ 'I'm a crippled deaf gir]—\
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"Short and stout.\\ﬂere is my wheelchair,\here is my mouth." \\
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When he goes out\I scream and screat&&iust to hear my voice%‘x
Noise.\\l recite poetry I remember from grade school\\l babble,\

I talk back to the television\\I even call people on the phone\

and say it's a wrong number\just; to have a conversation.\\ I'm

e,

afraid I'm going to open my mouth to scream one day and. \\
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1f you've ever worked with needy people,\\it doesn't matter what
OES. e “omstmoen.
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their particular handicap,\\they can be blindl\they can be
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mentally ill, §ffthey can be disab‘led.\.l used to work with the
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hearing impared \teaching sign language. \\ Almost immediately\
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you realize how easy it is to take their infirmity for granted
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in the sea of so much need \\ Abnormality becomes normaliby.\\
when I lost the use of my legs,\\a friend drove me up here\tzo
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Springf 101(1\\\;0 take a look at this pldu,\where you work with
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the handicapped.\\I watched the various physical therapists
‘—m‘" L (RN R ———

) ;
work with the patients\\and there was one:\\l remember he was

preenag

working with a quadraplegic.\\\\ I thought he was\the most
beautiful man 1'd ever seen.\\: A light\zshining out through his
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I s
S \\ But I

knew I would just be one more crippled damé\\as far as he was
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ski.n\z\nd I thought\if I couldn't be with hivm\t'd 4
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Concer‘ned,\so my friend helped me get registered as deaf and
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disah].ed\\l thought\\Lf {1 were somehow needier than the rec‘t\l
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would get special attentlon \\I realized soon enough\everyone
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gets special attention where Lloyd is concernod,\\but\by then it




