STREET SCENE
Elmer Rice

This play takes place during two days of a hot summer in the 1920s.  All the scenes occur in front of a walk-up apartment building, which plays a central role to the play.  It is from this building that characters of different ethnic backgrounds look out the windows, sit on the front stoop, enter and depart, or just walk by.  A young Jewish boy named Sam has fallen in love with Rose, a neighbor from a troubled Irish family.  The following monologue by Rose is taken from a scene between the young people. 
ROSE

Well, I haven’t really had any time to do much thinking.  But I really think the best thing I could do, would be to get out of New York.  You know, like we were saying, this morning—how things might be different, if you only had a chance to breathe and spread out a little.  Only when I said it, I never dreamt it would be this way.  I like you so much, Sam.  I like you better than anybody  I know.  It would be so nice to be with you.  You’re different form anybody I know.  But I’m just wondering how it would work out.  There’s lots of things to be considered, Suppose something was to happen—suppose I was to have a baby, say.   That sometimes happens, even when you don’t want it to.  What would we do, then?  We’d be tied down then, for life, just like all the other people around here.  They all start out loving each other and thinking that everything is going to be fine—and before you know it, they find out they haven’t got anything and they wish they could do it all over again—only it’s too late.  It’s what you said just now---about people belonging to each other.  I don’t think people ought to belong to anybody but themselves.  I was thinking, that if my mother had really belonged to herself, and that if my father had really belonged to himself, it never would have happened.  It was only because they were always depending on somebody else, for what they ought to have had inside themselves.  Do you see what I mean, Sam? That’s why I don’t want to belong to anybody, and why I don’t want anybody to belong to me.
